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Brief Description:  Authorizing four-year terms for planning commissioners.

Sponsors:  Representatives Angel, Haler, Klippert, Fagan, Rolfes and Fitzgibbon.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Provides for four or six year terms of office for appointed members of established  
planning commissions.

Hearing Date:  1/11/11

Staff:  Heather Emery (786-7136).

Background: 

A city, town, or county may create a planning commission to provide its legislative authority 
with citizen review and recommendations on planning-related matters.  While the local 
government entity has broad authority to define the role of its commission, such commissions 
often have two distinct functions.   First, they may prepare and revise the community's 
comprehensive plan and local land use regulations, such as the zoning or subdivision code.  
Second, they may review development proposals, such as site plans and subdivisions, and make 
recommendations to the local governing body.

Commission membership falls into two categories: ex officio and appointive.  Ex officio 
members are members by virtue of the public office they hold and may not comprise more than 
one-third of commission membership.  Appointive members are appointed by the mayor or chair 
of the municipality and confirmed by the legislative body.  A member's term in office depends on 
his or her category of membership and the longevity of the commission:

� The terms of office for ex officio members correspond with their tenures in elected office;
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The terms of office for the first appointive members to a newly-established commission 
range from one to six years, to provide for the expiration of the fewest possible terms in 
one year; and 
The terms of office for appointive members to established commissions are six years.

Summary of Bill: 

A city, town, or county legislative authority may establish a four-year or a six-year term of office 
for appointed members of an established planning commission.  Terms of office for the first 
appointive members to a newly-established planning commission will continue to range from 
one to six years.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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